11. The Clifton Forge Town Hall (1910)
is a neoclassical building whose finer lonic
details were damaged by fire in the 1940's.

A major renovation of the exterior,
completed in 1995, restored its original grace
and dignity.

12. In the rail yard, on the south side of
Main Street, is the C&O Railway
Heritage Museum located within a
former C&O Freight Depot. This
brick building has corbelled gables and
elaborate brickwork, which dates to the
late nineteenth century. Itis
architecturally similar to the C&O
Shops at the other end of town. On the wall are wooden plaques that
name the merchants who received shipments.

13. Be sure to notice the interesting corner
entrance and decorative trim at 622 Main
Street (1907). The original tin ceilings
inside are typical of the period. Stand near
the fountain at the triangular corner of the
Sona Bank Building. This was the busiest
spot in town, for this was where the two
wooden bridges crossing Smith Creek met,
until one collapsed in 1899. Town Council spent $20,000 to rebuild the
bridge.

14. The Masonic Theatre (1905) located
at 512 Main Street was the oldest
continuously operating theatre in Virginia
until it closed in 1987. It is now operated
by the Town of Clifton Forge as the
Center for the Performing Arts. Itisa
three-story Beaux-Arts brick building
with a plastered fagade cove ceiling lobby
an unaltered performance hall with stage
and balcony. A furniture company operated from the basement of the
theatre building, making use of the railroad spur adjacent to the building.
The theatre was designed by the architectural firm of Frye and

Chesterman of Lynchburg, VA as was the building with the heavy pressed
metal cornice next door at 508 Main Street.

15. Carpenter-Moody Building (1892)
located at 504 Main Street is an
example of the extensive use made of
cast iron decoration that could be
ordered direct from design books and
delivered by rail.
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16. The E. A. Snead Building, located at 500 Main Street, is an example
of a Clifton Forge success story. Built
between 1892 and 1897, it was one of the
largest home furnishings stores in western
Virginia. “Deacon” Snead started out with
a small cigar store and then expanded and
became an influential town leader and
politician. The first open elevator in
Clifton Forge was installed in this building -
and is still in operation. A third floor was added Iater which accounts for
the difference in the brick colors.

17. On Commercial Avenue, just behind Snead’s is the J. C. Carpenter
Building (1905), an elaborately decorated
neoclassical structure. Its round-arched
doors and windows are topped with cast
concrete cartouches, and it has piers
extending from the street to the top. Itis
thought that Frye and Chesterman
designed this building also. The same firm
also designed the large Clifton Forge
Presbyterian Church (1907) at the corner of Church Street and Jefferson
Avenue. Presumably the buff-colored brick they favored was shipped by
rail from Lynchburg, VA to Clifton Forge.

18. The Post Office is the city’s most
sophisticated building. It was designed by
James Knox Taylor and built in 1909-1910.
This is a Beaux-Arts design, capped by an
octagonal rotunda and tile roof. The inside
is quite elaborate with marble walls and
molded plaster detailing. There are only
eight such buildings in the United States.
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